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to Streathcm Common todion, all
of a hundred yards distance,
British Rail very efficientl:
cancellcd our train which we
didn't wanv to catch anyway, so
we weighed our rucksacs to fing
that Bob's was the 1lighuess as
331lbs and Joln's, Steve's =ond
liarion's were <the heaviezt at
561bs(scale nesrlr bhrokelsi ond
52 respectively. Cn reegciing
Vietoria, the civilised mnerbers
of <the Unit jcined <the 1long
yneue while harion zcrob:tically
To vae disguct of  the TUnivw,
flached

ruckeac, compleie with cookery

white pair wlhen her
booke by the ton, gouv uie bettver
of her =nd she fel. Dbackvarde,
7e found our sewts on the train
and procecded tTo nlace tuelve
ruciitces on six square Te:l of
lag aze rack,. Imenr 3o our
anuesenens &  erall group of
Germen “couts kept atienpiing to
pasg ug 1n <he alre (v ruckeac

filled gongway.Unfortunciely our
German  Drothers lave vet to
lezrn the finer aris of packing
ruckeacs, ellington bootis and
nage cooking pots zdorned  the
cusveide of each mcksce, naking
progress

leanwhile

nainfully slow,
without
digtrect them, Unit menbere too-

trying to
[ (]

the opportunity to  practise
their German, s lengurge uced
frequently in tie Germen

£peaking part of Iwitzerlaond,
Such wonderous phrzases gs "Zin
Wellie" and "Achitung’ were heard

from various corners,ihe journer
o Tolkertone war unsventiful,bunt
on - arrivel st viile nors,
(rumoured by meny tc be the twin
port of irmingher,) we had to
queune Tor about two hours before
voarding the bhost
Bonjour! Nour arrivons g
Oostende, (That won't get then
fer In Germen epeaking londe,7d)
At O=tend we boarded tihe train
znd travelled to DBruseele on
minue five estar seate vhich
rad te get
cor.fcriable in any vosition even

neamns el we

if it me:nt leaning on a Flemish
shoulder. .t Brus-els we sleep
rlatferm  to
anovher to take <he train to
Bacle, i'ere we were adviced that
it would be e:eier if the trsin
took us and not vice versa,
Despite &  more comfortable
compertmnent, fate had blerced us
with a maticulouely etropry
Flemieh gent, (I can taink of
other words for him,) who
insisted on sitliing

alked from one

by the
window and told Bob where %o
stick hies cigaretie end when he
dropped. it,Bob nodded obligingly
and at tie came time vutiered
fluent English vocabulary not
found in the Oxford Dictionary.
Zventually,after minor instances
such ar ‘wen's sudden dislike
for reprer,tiie phantom crach out
expert and a ¢ year old girl's
attraction +to John, we reached
the frontier town of Basle. (It
ie eaid by many +that John noted



