Several unit nembers hiave taken out a cadet or
airror at Longridpe,bus “lhe soiling that we have been
doing recently has been mucli more ambitous.

We first heard of the London Sailing Project from
Ray Perkins last Ilovember,and as he linked it with the
word "cheap" unit wheels bejan grinding, until finally
Irish manoged to book seven nlaces.

Ve all travelled down by coach on the Friday
night. The journey wac uneventful and neople were
cenerally quiet and slightly arprehensive of the w/e
to come, There were sbout twenty other bocds in the
coaeh rmost of thenm beins%firct timmers! lie arrived at
Portomouth at about II pm.(the journey having been
delayed by 2o sudden epidemic of dry throats) and
crossed by ferry to Gosport a few minutes later. e
were met at the landin: staze and directed to a onall
dinghy whiclh tool: us the remaianing feu yards out to
the boatse.

Peter znd Chric were on the Rona, while John B,
John Re, Wom, 'Aunton(Clive to the lesser members of
the unit) and uycclf were the entire crew (bar the
ceptain and mate) of Lord Amcry's private yecht Ailanthus

Ailanthus woo a magnificent boat of about I3 tons.

Commander [ cott welcomed uc aboard and the
skipper soon gained  our respecti=keeping good discipline
and having an oroarant faith in that once told how to do
gomething we would remeber it &kd in future get on with it.

After stouln~ ouy ¥it we were nhown the Yoatiwhers
everything was =nd how 1t worked, We ware then given cur
respective jobs for the w/e.

The other mcmber of the crew arrived early taturday
norning. Colin, a Royal Lavy /0, was to be the mate for
the weekend and cecucd a friendly capable fellow with
whon we got on well with from the ctart.

We left Gosport at Il.am. and by Zpm. we nad reached
Cowes auring whicn time we learmed the @ooC and don't
gboard ship. We had an our ashore to lock around Cowec
(this consisted of exnloring o large room with a bar
down one cide) after which we returned to the boat using
a rubber dingny(for those who are unfamiliar with the term

a rubber dingliy is alkin to a large rubber ducls seening
nost unstavle and poin~ round in circlec when ong rows/.
We spent the night in the pictureeoque harbour of
Yarmouth returain: to Gocrort next day ia the roluc

Altorether it had been a terrific two deys
and we were nll looliin forward to another tri; next
yeor, however ve were invited to crew the boat for a week
in Julys

tweet and Chrig have since been on two more iriys3
on the .one mnd Iweet and hag beea offered a place ou
the ..ona for tne tall shi~a recee

1 stronyly recommend any venture unit to try and
cet some places on one of these w/e.
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